[An autopsy case of tension pneumothorax due to the rupture of intrapulmonary cavity by mucormycosis during treatment with a ventilator].
A 50-year-old man with chronic renal failure (hemodialysis treatment) and interstitial pneumonia (IP) was referred to our hospital for exacerbation of IP. We immediately administered a mechanical ventilation, broad spectrum antibiotics, steroid pulse therapy, and endoxan pulse therapy in the intensive care unit, but alveolar opacities became worse. Subsequently, an intrapulmonary cavity appeared in the left middle lung field on the chest X-ray and we also administered amphotericin B. However he died of tension pneumothorax on the tenth day of hospitalization. In an autopsy the rupture of the intrapulmonary cavity of the left S3 region was detected and we diagnosed as invasive pulmonary mucormycosis by Grocott stain of the cavitary lesion. We report a rare case that complicated by fatal tension pneumothorax during treatment with a ventilator in invasive pulmonary mucormycosis and review the literature.